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Flood Cloud v1.2 release notes 

This document contains the following sections: 

1. Flood Cloud user interface v1.2 
2. Flood Cloud user interface v1.1 
3. Flood Cloud user interface v1.0 
4. Flood Cloud requirements 

1.0. Flood Cloud user interface v1.2 

The following features and changes are implemented in Flood Cloud standalone interface v1.2; 

1.1. Flood Cloud has been updated to be compatible with TUFLOW 2018-03-AE and Flood Modeller v4.6 (and HEC-RAS is 
v5.07 – unchanged from v1.0). 
 

1.2. A third option is added for packaging TUFLOW models (i.e. TUFLOW only models and TUFLOW linked models; to 
Flood Modeller 1D and/or ESTRY). This option is independent from TUFLOW in-built packaging functions. It should 
provide greater reliability (and in some cases work faster) than these However, note that it requires a particular 
model file/folder structure to be setup prior to starting your simulations (see user guide for details). This new 
option is not set as the default option but can be selected in the Flood Cloud settings (TUFLOW tab).  

 

1.3. An option has been added to allow TUFLOW models to run displaying the TUFLOW native progress window. Note 
this option only applies when running models locally in test mode. TUFLOW models have been known to “hang” 
waiting for a user interaction, the prompt for which is only displayed in the TUFLOW native progress window and 
not in the Flood Modeller general simulation progress window. Thus, the option to display this window in test mode 
enables users to identify more issues prior to uploading to the Flood Cloud (and wasting credits). 

 

 

Third Packaging 
option added 
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The default setting in Flood Cloud is to not display the TUFLOW progress window. This setting can be changed 
either in the Flood Cloud settings window (Options tab) or in the Flood Modeller main interface, in General Settings.  

Note that activating this setting will also configure your linked test mode simulations to display a separate progress 
window for the Flood Modeller 1D component of your model. 

1.4. Packaging TUFLOW models, ready for cloud upload, can utilise the included TUFLOW packager or can be set to use 
your local TUFLOW installation (if required and if this is a different version). The latter will require the appropriate 
TUFLOW software to be present locally. The setting for this is accessed on the Flood Cloud settings window 
(TUFLOW tab).  

Note that this setting does not apply if you choose to package your TUFLOW models using the Folder upload 
method. 

 

New setting to help 
find TUFLOW model 
issues when running in 
test mode 
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1.5. The TUFLOW packager included in the Flood Cloud installation has also been updated (to TUFLOW 2018-03-AE). 
 

1.6. Flood Cloud has been enhanced to make it compatible with a wider range of TUFLOW (and HEC-RAS and Flood 
Modeller) model scenarios, e.g. capturing additional input files referenced by the model. 

2.0. Flood Cloud user interface v1.1 

The following features are included in the Flood Cloud standalone interface v1.1: 

2.1. Flood Cloud has been updated to be compatible with TUFLOW 2018-03-AD and Flood Modeller v4.5 (and HEC-RAS is 
v5.03 – unchanged from v1.0). 
 

2.2. The TUFLOW packager included in the Flood Cloud installation has also been updated (to TUFLOW 2018-03-AD). 
 

2.3. Flood Cloud has been enhanced to make it compatible with a wider range of TUFLOW (and HEC-RAS and Flood 
Modeller) model scenarios, e.g. capturing additional input files referenced by the model. 
 

2.4. Settings interface modified with addition of a “Run in ‘no console’ mode” (see screenshot below – TUFLOW tab of 
settings window). Check this option to make sure that any simulations on the cloud do not “hang” waiting for input 
from the “user”. 

 

3.0. Flood Cloud user interface v1.0 

The following features are included in the Flood Cloud standalone interface v1.0: 

3.1. Run models in the cloud via a standalone interface (separate and independent from the main Flood Modeller user 
interface). Allows users to run Flood Modeller 1D, 2D, HEC-RAS and TUFLOW-only models, within Flood Cloud. This 
can provide the following advantages: 

• Allows many simulations to be run concurrently. 
• Allows multiple (cloud) servers to be used to complete large batches of simulations. Running simulations 

in parallel can deliver significant time savings compared to running simulations locally sequentially. 
• Frees up local computer resources for other tasks. 

New setting added 
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3.2. Run HEC-RAS models in Flood Cloud (compatible with HEC-RAS 1D, 1D-2D linked and 2D models). Note that users 
are required to have HEC-RAS software installed locally as this will be used by Flood Cloud for the batching process 
prior to uploading to the cloud space. 

The compatible version of HEC-RAS is v5.03. 

3.3. Run TUFLOW models in Flood Cloud. TUFLOW standalone simulations (2D only or 2D linked to 1D ESTRY) or 
simulations linked to Flood Modeller 1D can be uploaded to Flood Cloud.  

A TUFLOW packager (TUFLOW 2018-03-AB) is included in the Flood Cloud installation which means you can 
package up and run TUFLOW models in the cloud without needing a local installation of TUFLOW. However, you 
will require a licenced version of TUFLOW to be installed locally if you want to use the optional Flood Cloud test 
functionality (detailed in point 7 below). 

3.4. Flood Cloud simulations are set-up via a standalone interface accessed from your Programs list (or by browsing to 
“C:\Program Files\Flood Modeller\Flood Cloud”).   
 
This will display a new window in which you can specify a batch of models (note that each individual batch must all 
be the same type of model). 

 

The Flood Cloud interface also allows you to interact with your cloud account. Settings to change include turning 
on your cloud service (before a batch run), specifying the number of machines to use and reviewing your account 
details.  
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3.5. After starting a cloud simulation, the progress of each simulation in a batch can be monitored, with the interface 
displaying details of each simulation as shown below: 

 

3.6. A feature of Flood Cloud is that you can close the Flood Cloud interface while you have an active batch of cloud 
simulations running. When you return to the software, you can reload the current batch, or “job”, by clicking the 
History button on the Flood Cloud toolbar. This will display a new window listing all recent jobs run under the 
currently logged in account. 

 

 

You can instruct Flood Cloud to 
automatically download your results.  

If no valid results folder can be 
identified for a simulation, then results 
will go to your specified default folder. 

Give each batch a unique name – so it is 
easy to identify within the Cloud run 
history. 

You can tick the box to get Flood Cloud 
to prompt for a new name for each 
subsequent new batch. 
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3.7. Flood Cloud includes a test functionality, enabling you to test your specified simulations are configured correctly 
and will be able to start running in the cloud. Running a test will save you from wasting Flood Cloud credits on 
simulations that are configured incorrectly.  

Note this test will not ascertain whether simulations will remain stable and run to completion – it is checking 
whether all the model files are available. 

To use the test functionality, you must have the relevant modelling software installed locally (as this is where the 
tests will be run, i.e. not in the cloud): 

a) For HEC-RAS simulations HEC-RAS v5.03 must be installed locally 
 

b) Any version of TUFLOW should enable the test functionality in Flood Cloud, provided an appropriate TUFLOW 
licence is also present. 
 

c) For testing of Flood Modeller simulations (1D only, 2D only or 1D - TUFLOW linked) Flood Modeller v4.4 or v4.3 
must be installed. If your simulations exceed the restrictions for Free mode you will also need a Flood Modeller 
Pro licence. Earlier versions of Flood Modeller will not work with Flood Cloud.  

4.0. Flood Cloud requirements 

The following are required on your system in order to run Flood Cloud v1.2: 

4.1. .Net Framework v4.6 or later (note this is included within the Flood Cloud installer and so should be added to your 
system automatically if not already there) 
 

4.2. An internet connection is required, preferably high-speed, as data will be uploaded and downloaded. 
 

4.3. HEC-RAS v5.07 installed locally (for running HEC-RAS only, either running in the cloud or locally in test mode)  
 

4.4. Test mode in Flood Cloud will require Flood Modeller to be installed locally, preferably v4.6 (as this works 
irrespective of any licence being present). 
 
Versions of Flood Modeller earlier than v4.3 will not work with Flood Cloud (versions 4.3 to 4.5 work with Flood 
Cloud test mode, but with differing licence requirements – contact Flood Modeller Support for details. 
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